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The Shield of Aeneas in the Hands of Columbus

The Reception of Virgil’s Description of Aeneas’ Shield in Some Neo-Latin Poems on Columbus and the Discovery of the New World
The description of Aeneas’ new shield in Book VIII of the Aeneid was a favourite topic for imitation by Neo-Latin epic poets. Consequently also the poets who narrated the voyages of discovery of Christopher Columbus felt tempted to rival Vergil by adapting his description in new forms and contens. In this paper I shall demonstrate with examples from the Columbeidos libri priores duo (1585/9) by Julius Caesar Stella, the Atlantis retecta (1659) by Vincentius Placcius, and the Columbus: Carmen epicum (1715) by Hubertinus Carrara S.J. how the Vergilian description of the shield was transformed into descriptions of shields and other weapons and how the message of the pictures on Aeneas’ shield was changed into the new political message of the Spanish Conquest.
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